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Should We Care about 
Politics? 
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 Should we care about what happens 
politically?   
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 Democracy assumes: 
◦ Participation 

◦ Willing consent to be governed  

◦ Protection of basic rights from government 
interference 

1-2 Democracy and 
Everyday Life 
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 Small communities may establish direct 
democracy. 

 As a practical matter, the United States 
has a representative democracy or 
republic. 

 

1-3 Making Democracy 
Practical 
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 Accepting the political “rules of the 
game” 

 Authority  
◦ The right to act in an official capacity by 

virtue of holding an office 

◦ Not automatic 

1-4 Buying in to Authority  
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 Legitimacy  
◦ Widespread acceptance of officials and 

institutions 

◦ Partly inherited and partly earned 

 Inherited legitimacy 
◦ Law 

◦ Tradition 

1-5 Inheriting Legitimacy 
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 Legitimacy may be earned – or 
squandered – by how officials act in 
office 

1-6 Earning Legitimacy 
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 Power: The ability to make others act in 
a way that they might otherwise not 
have done. 

 Politics: the study of who gets what, 
when, and how 

 Resources:  The tools of power 

 

1-7 Power Surge 
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Two views of who exercises power 

 Elitism: Government responds to a 
small, centralized, non-elected 
hierarchy  

 Pluralism: Government responds to 
many voices expressed through 
group membership 

1-7 Power Surge 
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 Equality of opportunity: emphasis on 
comparable advantages  

◦ Political Equality 

 Equality of outcome: leveling social and 
economic inequities 

◦ Economic Equality  

◦ Social Equality 

1-8 It’s Not Fair! 
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 Liberty: the ability to pursue your ends 
and objectives, tempered by socially 
defined boundaries and limited 
government impediments 

1-10 Equal and Free?  

© 2014 YOLO Learning Solutions  
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 Social responsibility: concern for 
protection of the rights of individuals in a 
community  
◦ Trade-offs with liberty 

1-11 Whose Choice? 
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