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As presented in Chapter 1, social psychologists use research to learn about social behavior and the factors that control it. One type of research used by social psychologists is the experiment in which independent variables are manipulated and resulting changes in behavior are measured via the dependent variable. Experimental research can be conducted in the participant’s natural environment (the field) or a laboratory. This video explores laboratory research in social psychology. As you watch the video, answer the following questions:

1. Why are experiments important in social psychology?


2. What are some of the reasons why laboratory experiments are done in social psychology?


3. In the experiment depicted in the video, what was the independent variable and what were the different conditions (levels) of the independent variable?


4. In the experiment depicted in the video, what were the dependent variables, and how were they measured?


5. What is debriefing and why is it used?


6. How do you think you would have responded to the different conditions of the experiment (and why)?

