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In this video, John Stossel discusses and shows several demonstrations of the stereotype threat phenomenon. In chapter 4, stereotype threat was defined as the effects of stereotypes (both positive and negative) on a person identified with a particular group (e.g., race, gender, ethnicity). Research shows that if there is a negative stereotype about one's group and a person is required to do something relating to that stereotype (e.g., taking a math test) that person will perform more poorly on the task if the stereotype is activated than if the stereotype is not activated. As you watch the video, answer the following questions:

1. How do stereotypical portrayals of gender in advertisements affect women’s performance on a math test?



2. How can changing the description of a test affect the performance of a black student?



3. How do stereotypes become self-fulfilling prophesies? 



4. How much of an impact do you think that stereotype threats have on a person's performance?



5. What do you think can be done to reduce the effects of stereotype threat on performance?  


